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Patent Application No,: Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-113164 

Examiner's Notice Date: September 24, 2008 

Examiner: Kouhei SETO 3619 3I00 

Attorneys for Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other 3 attorneys) 

Applied Sections: Section 29 (2) and Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof, 

REASONS 

1 . The invention claimed in the claims below is unpatentable 
under Section 29 (2) of the Patent Law, as being such that the 
invention could easily have been made by a person with ordinary 
skill in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of the 
invention described in the following publication(s) distributed in 
Japan or a foreign country prior to this application or the invention 
made available to the public through electric telecommunication 
lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to this application. 

2. The application fails to satisfy the requirements under 
Section 36 (6) (ii) of the Patent Law, on the grounds that the 
description of the claims is defective in the respects mentioned 
below, 

REMARKS (refer to References Cited) 
<Regarding Reason 1> 
Claims: 1 to 3, 5 to 7 
References: 1 and 2 
Notes: 

Reference 1 discloses a high-frequency incision tool for an endoscope, 
which comprises an electrically insulative flexible tube 2, a needle knife 6 for 
high-frequency incision which axially projects and retracts from/in an end 
opening 13 of the flexible tube, and a cock 17 for feeding liquid which is in 
communication with the flexible tube (refer to paragraphs [0010] to [0014]), 

Reference 2 discloses that passage holes 5a, 5b for accurately 
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positioning the introducing position of needle electrodes 4a, 4b and a channel 
31 which enables to feed liquid for cleaning an operation field are provided 
independently in the inserting portion 2 formed of an insulating material 
provided at a tip end of a nasal cavity treatment tool 1 . (Refer to paragraphs 
[0016] to [0035], [0039] to [0047], FIGS. 8 and 9.) 

The inventions described in References 1 and 2 belong to the technical 
field relating to high-frequency treatment tools capable of feeding liquid, and 
those skilled in the art can easily conceive the problem of preventing unstable 
shift in the position of the knife relative to the flexible tube. Therefore, those 
skilled in the art can easily conceive to independently provide a channel for the 
knife and a channel for feeding liquid, by applying the description of Reference 
2 to the tip end of the flexible tube of Reference 1 . 

Further, how to arrange the passage hole for the needle knife and the 
channel for feeding liquid is merely a matter of design selected as necessary by 
those skilled in the art. 

Claims: 4 and 8 to 10 
References: 1 to 4 
Notes: 

Reference 3 discloses an electrode 62 bent into a hook shape. (Refer 
to paragraph [0023] and FIG. 2.) 

Reference 4 discloses a knife part 1 1 having a disc-like projection 40 at 
the tip end thereof. (Refer to paragraphs [0044] to [0049] and FIG. 1 5) 

<Regarding Reason 2> 

The description of "in the tip end of the flexible tube sheath, an opening 
for feeding liquid is formed in communication with the slide hole and prevents 
the rod-shaped portion from inserting therein" in Claim 1 is unclear as to how 
the opening for feeding liquid and the slide hole are arranged in the tip end of 
the flexible tube sheath. What is the state in which the opening for feeding 
liquid and the slide hole are in communication with each other like? 

Similar description is also found in claim 7. 

Therefore, the invention claimed in claims 1 and 7 is unclear. 
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